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The University rf Dayton

News Release

UD LAW STUDENTS ADVANCE TO
NATIONAL TRIAL COMPETITION
DAYTON, Ohio, February 17, 1988--Two University of Dayton law students will
travel to Dallas March 23-26 to compete against the nation's top law school teams in
the National Trial Competition.

It's the sixth time in 10 years that UD's School of

Law has sent a team to the national competition, which pits the best 22 law school
teams in the country against each other in a hypothetical courtroom.
To advance to the finals, third-year students Lane N. Cohen, of Cincinnati, and
James G. Muncie, of Richmond, Va., topped 19 law school teams from Ohio and Michigan
to win the regional competition in Cleveland Feb. 12-14.

The UD team of Gary A.

Nasal, of Troy, and Susannah Colt, of Dayton, advanced to the semi-final round of the
regionals before their elimination.

All four students will receive plaques during a

3 p.m. awards ceremony on Monday, Feb. 29 in the student lounge at the School of Law.
"The competition is a real ordeal for the students," said Dawn Bowen, a faculty
advisor. "They have to be prepared to argue the case from both sides.

For the

regional competition, they put in at least 80 hours of in-court preparation time. 11
Thomas Hagel, Dennis Turner and Bowen, all faculty members in the School of Law,
coach the students.

Each year, trial lawyers in the area help UD teams prepare by

staging an extensive weekend practice trial before the competition.

Several prominent

Dayton-area trial attorneys, including Dennis Lieberman, Michael O'Laughlin, Jose
Lopez and Ted Gudorf, are among past regional winners.
For further information, contact Thomas Hagel at 229-2423.
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